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Outline of talk

• Chile’s Recent Experience
• Understanding how to stop crime
• US Law Enforcement’s Views on Guns
• Brazil’s experience
• Gun ownership and crime in Latin America
• The US’s experience with permitted concealed handguns



Chile’s Homicide Rate v. US 

• Headline from Foreign Policy magazine (May 3, 2024): “Organized 
crime in Chile grows more sophisticated”

• The homicide rate in Chile appears to be increasing as organized 
crime is becoming more active.



When Drug 
Cartels Sense 

Weakness



National & Municipal Police in Chile: Lessons 
from Ecuador?

• In Ecuador, the local police are unarmed. 85% of the police in the country 
are local police.

• Sayings in Ecuador: “Either take the Silver or take a bullet.”
• Widespread corruption. Conversations with police and government officials.

• Debate in Chile over whether the municipal police should have batons and 
pepper spray

• Ecuador threw the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) out of their 
country. Threw U.S. military out of Ecuador. 

• April 2023: The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) met with the 
Chilean Investigative Police (PDI) to exchange experiences, strengthen 
police capability, and address emerging criminal scenarios related to 
narcotrafficking.

• Chile: drug traffickers are exploiting historic tensions between the state 
and indigenous communities in the south



How do you stop crime?

• You must make it risky for criminals to 
commit crime.

• Police are the most important factor
• Higher arrest and conviction rates, longer 

prison sentences
• But the police themselves know that they 

virtually always arrive on the crime scene 
after the crime has occurred.

• You can also make it riskier for criminals to 
commit crime by making so that the victims 
are able to protect themselves.



The View of Law Enforcement in the USA



PoliceOne’s Gun Policy & Law Enforcement survey 
was conducted between March 4 and March 13, 
2013 
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Similar Survey Results from the National 
Association of Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs



Debate in Chile over retired police and military 
carrying guns

• Not an issue in the United States for retired or off-duty police carrying 
guns. These individuals are wanting to protect people for free. 



Predictions of Disaster from media and academic 
“experts” Regarding Bolsonaro’s Gun Policies

Here’s a simple fact, affirmed by worldwide research, for Bolsonaro to consider: More 
guns means more deaths by gun — whether by homicide, accident or suicide. A study in 
Brazil’s state of Sao Paulo, for instance, found that a 1 percent increase in the number of 
guns in circulation resulted in a 2 percent increase in the homicide rate. . . .
Editorial Board, “Brazil’s Bolsonaro Makes a Dangerous Decision on Guns,” Bloomberg 
Opinion, January 18, 2019.

Newly elected Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro is supremely confident he can reduce 
violent crime — a core pillar of his election campaign. But his proposal to dismantle 
national gun laws is precisely the wrong way to go about doing this. . . .
Robert Muggah, “Brazil’s High Murder Rate Could Get Even Worse If Gun Laws Are 
Relaxed,” National Public Radio, January 10, 2019.
That does not mean that the gun-control law was pointless. Without it, Brazil’s murder 
rate would have risen much more rapidly than it did, according to a study by the 
Institute for Applied Economic Research, a government think-tank (see chart).
Staff, “Jair Bolsonaro wants Brazilians to have more guns,” The Economist, January 26, 
2019.



Bolsonaro’s highly controversial relaxation of gun laws – a key pledge in 
his 2018 campaign – is fuelling fears among experts and campaigners 
that such moves will add to already shocking levels of violence. . . .
Staff, “Firearms exports to Brazil surge as gun ownership increases 
under Bolsonaro,” The Guardian, July 2020.
“Mr. Bolsonaro’s promise to ease gun regulation . . . is worrying some 
experts who argue that more guns fuel more violence”
Shasta Darlington, “Brazil’s New Leader Wants to Ease Gun Laws. 
Supporters Are Ready, and Training,” New York Times, December 1, 
2018.



But critics of the president’s approach have warned that more guns are 
not the answer to reducing violent crime in a country where a record 
high 63,880 homicides took place in 2017, the most recent year for 
which data is available.
Staff, “Rio governor brands rise in police killings as ‘normal’,” Al 
Jazeera, July 19, 2019.



Even More Recent Examples of 
Media/Academic Claims

“Research consistently shows that when private gun ownership goes 
up, killings follow. . . . Every 1 percent increase in firearm ownership is 
associated with a 0.6 percent increase in overall homicide rates and a 
0.9 percent increase in firearm homicide rates, according to Daniel W. 
Webster, a professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health and co-director of its Center for Gun Violence Solutions.”
-- Washington Post, December 23, 2022



So much for the experts
• “A study in Brazil’s state of Sao Paulo, for instance, found that 

a 1 percent increase in the number of guns in circulation 
resulted in a 2 percent increase in the homicide rate.”

• “Every 1 percent increase in firearm ownership is associated 
with a 0.6 percent increase in overall homicide rates”

• When Mr. Bolsonaro took office, there 
were 117,467 licensed firearm owners in Brazil. Earlier this 
year there were apparently about 783,385 license holders, a
569% increase. Note guns held by law-abiding citizens 
increased by more than that since the number of guns 
people could legally own increased by more than that. Did 
homicides go up by over 1,000% or 340%? No. It fell by 34%, 
from 27.8 to 18.5 homicides per 100,000 people.





Lula’s Reforms

• Ban the sale of guns and ammunition
• Ban concealed carry
• Reduce the number of guns people could legally own
• Working on reforming the existing licensing rules



Academics offered the bet
• John Donohue, Stanford
• Dan Webster, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins
• Paul Helmke, Indiana University
• Frank Zimring, University of California at Berkeley
• James Alan Fox, Northeastern University
• Chris Koper, George Maxon University
• Adam Winkler, UCLA
• Phil Cook, Duke University
• Jens Ludwig, University of Chicago
• Mark Siegel, Boston College
• David Hemenway, Harvard
• Andrew Morral, Rand Corporation
• Garen Wintemute, University of California at Davis



• A few attribute the drop in crime to some of the Brazilian states 
instituting a comprehensive program of police reforms including 
better data collection, crime mapping, police training and 
coordination of military and civil forces.  

• Aging population
• The problem for this argument is that Bolsonaro’s detractors were 

making these predictions from December 2018 through July 2020, 
with lots of the predictions being made throughout 2019.



• Can you name me one place where 
guns have been banned that has seen 
its murder rate fall?



http://www.disastercenter.com/crime/dccrime.htm





Ireland’s murder rate
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• Cross-sectional data isn’t very useful simply 
because it doesn’t show that the low murder rate 
places were low murder rate places before they 
even had their gun control laws, but it is 
something that we see used a lot.
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Concealed Carry in the United States

• Extent of permits
• Permit holders are extremely law-abiding
• Concealed handguns and crime



Extent of Permits in 2022

• 22.01 million Americans had a concealed handgun permit in 2022
• 8.5% of American adults have permits. Outside of the restrictive states of 

California and New York, about 10.2% of adults have a permit. 
• Alabama has the highest concealed carry rate — 32.5%. Indiana is second with 

23.4%, and Georgia is third with 15.5%. 
• 29 states now have Constitutional Carry laws
• Women made up 29.2% of permit holders 

• from 2012 to 2021/2022, and permit numbers grew 115.4% faster for women 
than for men 

• Blacks make up about 13 percent of permit holders, essentially their share of the 
population







When there is discretion on issuing permits, 
there is discrimination 
• Los Angeles County

• about 48.1% of the people living there were Hispanic, 9% were black, and 
50.7% women 

• Permits women (7.6%), Hispanic (6.5%), and blacks (5.2%)





Permit holders are extremely law-abiding

• In the United State, police are rarely convicted of firearms related crimes. They are convicted at about 1/20th

the rate of the general population.

• However, permit holders are convicted at a much lower rate than police officers. In Florida and Texas, permit 
holders are convicted of firearms related violations at one-twelfth of the rate at which police officers are 
convicted. 

• Revocation rates were collected for 29 states. Most of these rates include revocations for any reason, 
including people moving out of the state, and for the states where the revocation rates are higher than 
hundredths of a percentage point are due to residency revocations. People can also lose their permits for 
some types of traffic violations, for forgetting to have their permits with them, for moving, for failure to pay 
child support, or for being charged with or convicted on a violent misdemeanor or felony. 





Concealed handgun permits and crime



More evidence

• https://tinyurl.com/Concealed-Carry-Research

• Understanding the different studies






















